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< Abstract >

Retrospect and Prospect: Division Process
and Reconciliation Plan to Unity of
the Korean Presbyterian Church

Hee-Kuk Lim (Dr. theol.)

Professor
Historical Theology
PCTS

As the 10 General Assembly of the World Council of Churches is scheduled to
be held in South Korea 2013, we hope for the reconciliation and unity among the di-
vided Presbyterian denominations. The Korean Presbyterian Church originally began
towards the end of the 19" century with the conviction “cooperation and alliance”
(ecumenical). In 1901, the establishment of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(now known as the ‘Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary’) represented this
disposition. However, division sprouted within the Korean Presbyterian Church in
the 1930s and split three times in the 1950s. Since then, even though the Presbyterian
Church denominations remained in its divided state, they have tried in various ways
to reconcile and reunify. The agreement plan of the Presbyterian Church, which is
the argument of this essay, rests on the integration plan of the ‘Integration Promo-
tion Committee’ of the 1959 which was established immediately after the division.
In other words, the Korean Presbyterian Church denominations should reunite as a
Biblical Christianity, as it is the common denominator and heritage of all the Presby-
terian denominations. Furthermore, cooperation and alliance should be re-established

by reviving the conservative tradition of the Korean Presbyterian Church.

The only way the Korean Presbyterian Church can come to reunite and agree is

if the people have solidarity and alliance. For example, pastors must serve together
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in ministry with understanding and cooperation, and in the midst of that agree in
thought and intention to push forward a good business. Everyone must acknowledge
the diversity of various denominations and agree with one another in Jesus Christ.
Working together with the same heart will prevent doctrinal or theological debate,
and instead, a joint vision will be sought together, developing collaboratively the ac-
tion of sharing and serving. This follows the ecumenical spirit of the early 20th cen-
tury Europe that corresponds to the proverb that says, “Theory and debate divides but
serving unites”*?

Lastly, alliance and agreement is strongly emphasized even in the principle of
the Reformed Church, which is the root of the Korean Presbyterian Church. For ex-
ample, the Second Helvetic Confession is a joint Confession of Faith by the Reformed
Church (Switzerland, France, Hungary, Poland, Netherland, the Czech Republic, and
etc). The Korean Presbyterian Church denominations that have inherited the legacy of
the Reformed Church must reunite and agree in Jesus Christ on the basis of the Bible,

the Word of God, through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

34) In 1925, according to this spirit, Europe Reformed Church leaders met in Stockholm, Switzer-

land to establish an international organization called ‘Life and Work’ .

Key Words *

Cooperation & Unity, Council & Presbytery, Bible-Christianity, divided Presbyterian denominations,
Reformed Church

cFU(EF)Y :2011.05.30 - AAKEE)Y 1 2011. 06. 15 * AlRi=tE : 2011. 06. 28



